
Literacy at Home:
Supporting Reading and Writing 

Achievement with Tips and Techniques to 

Use at Home



Norms

1.Stay engaged

2.Mute your microphone

3.Refrain from mentioning sensitive student 

and staff information

4.Write your comments or questions to the 

presenters –at any time- in the public 

chat space
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Expected Outcomes

Participants will:

• Learn the importance of 
literacy

• Identify and apply the 
different read-aloud 
strategies

• Learn to make story 
predictions and how to 
engage in read-aloud and 
writing

3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://kathmanduk2.wordpress.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


What is Literacy?

Definition:

– The ability to read and write 
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Literacy is? 

5

THE ABILITY TO 
UNDERSTAND 

TO 
COMMUNICATE

TO 

CONNECT

TO 
COMPREHEND 



How Would you Define it in the 21st

Century?
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Digital 
Literacy

Computer
Literacy

Technology
Literacy

Informational 
Literacy

Media 
Literacy 

Political 
Literacy

Cultural 
Literacy

Multicultural 
Literacy

Numerical 
Literacy
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Stop and Think

• What are some of your 

reading rituals or storytelling 

at home?

• How would you define shared 

reading at home?
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Shared Reading at Home

Shared Reading is an interactive 
reading experience that occurs 
when students join in or share the 
reading of a book or other text 
while guided and supported by a 
caretaker.

Source: Reading rockets (n.d.). Retrieved  
September 13, 2017 from 
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/shared_
reading. 
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http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/shared_reading


Reading Techniques: Making 

Connections while you read

Source: Facing history and ourselves. (2017). Retrieved September 18, 2017 from 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/text-text-text-self-text-world. 
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https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/text-text-text-self-text-world


Making Connections
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Research Shows

• According to the National Center for Education Statistics, children 
who are read to at home enjoy reading a lot more over children 
who are not read to.

• Researchers suggest, “The single most important activity for 
building these understandings and skills essential for reading 
success appears to be reading aloud to children.” (Wells 1985; 
Bus, Van Ijzendoorn, & Pellegrini 1995).

• Asking predictive and analytical questions as you read affect  
children's vocabulary and comprehension in substantial way that will 
benefit in their overall comprehension skills.  (Karweit & Wasik
1996). 

. 
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Source: Learning to read and write: what research reveals. (n.d.) Retrieved August 24, 2017 

from http://www.readingrockets.org/article/learning-read-and-write-what-research-reveals. 



Read Aloud
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Mechanics of Storytelling

Your voice

Eye contact

Fluency

Actions
14

✓

✓

✓

✓



Think and Share: How is Reading 

Done in Your Home?
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Aloud?

Quietly?

Together?

Alone?

Where?



Before Reading At Home

Set a daily 
time

Find a quiet 
and 

comfortable 
place

Turn off all 
distractions 
(e.g., T.V., 

phone, 
computer, 

radio)

Select a 
book, 

change 
books from 
time to time

Read 
together 

(20 
minutes or 

more)
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During Reading At Home
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• Read at your 
own pace

• Look for 
meaning of 
unfamiliar 
words

Take 
your 
time

• Ask and encourage 
child to ask 
questions about the 
book

• Ask to Connect:

• Text-Self

• Text-Text

• Text-World

Interactive

• Share opinions

• Ask to read and 
write thoughts 
about the story

Discuss

Source: PBS ‘Between the Lions’ Show. (2010). Tips for reading with kids. Retrieved July 6, 2017 from 

http://www.findtheduck.com/2010/02/23/tips-reading-kids-pbss-lions/. 

Reading Comprehension Strategy Making Connections. (2012).  Retrieved on 7/13/17 from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uql0IIIMJDY

http://www.findtheduck.com/2010/02/23/tips-reading-kids-pbss-lions/




Reading Aloud Strategies
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Side By Side Reading
Reading parent and child sit 

next to each other and read 
together at the same time

Echo Reading
Echo what is said. Parent reads 
and child repeats what is read

Partner Reading
Parent reads a page, child reads 
a page and it goes back and forth

Round Robin Reading
Everyone takes turns reading 
and passes the book around the 
circle



20



21



Why is Writing Important

• Every day, we need to 

write in order to complete 

our tasks, whether we are 

filling out a form at the 

doctor's office or writing 

an important letter. These 

tasks require us to write 

clearly and organize 

information effectively.
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Experts Groups Explain...
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Writing is an important element 
of a student's education

Writing can be an important 
element of an employee's job

Writing is an important form of 
communication

Writing can be an important 
outlet



Research shows
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The ability to read and write does not develop naturally, without careful 
planning and instruction.

Children acquire a working knowledge of the alphabetic system not only 
through reading but also through writing

Children need to learn not only the technical skills of reading and writing 
but also how to use these tools to better their thinking and reasoning 

Children need regular and active interactions with print. Specific abilities 
required for reading and writing come from immediate experiences with 
oral and written language.



Additional Literacy Resources

• School Library/Houston Public Library

• Book stores/Discounted Book stores

• Ask your child’s teacher

• Online Resources: 

– https://www.storylineonline.net/

– https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

– https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com

– https://www.storynory.com/

– Starfall.com
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Contact Us

• Phone: 713-556-7290

• Email: FACE@HoustonISD.org

• Website: www.HoustonISD.org/FACE

• Twitter: @HISDFACE
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Thank You


